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SMILE A Five-Step Error Correction 
Experiment in the Teaching of Writing 
Munet~ugu Uruno 
l . IntrOductiOn 
I am teaching writing to a first-year class. In my course description, 
I wrote " """in this course, we will practice writing based on 
functions such as introducing, requesting, complaining, instructing, 
apologizing, describing, etc."""And the goal of this course is learning 
to write speeches, comments, personal advice, etc." 
When we teach writing, we must have our students think about the 
f ollowing : 
1. what to say (idea) 
2. how to say (vocabulary and grammar, mode of communication) 
3. who to communicate to (1evel of language, style of language) , and 
4. when and where to communicate (setting) . 
Namely, the student has to consider why helshe is writing (in order 
to apologize, request, invite, recommend, comment, or do what ? ) . 
At the same time, he/she has to consider how to convey his/her 
message in a letter, telegram, report, essay, fax, etc. 
The student must also take into account who helshe is conveying the 





























l. the interference (1968 Lado) of their native language 
2. their carelessness about English grammar or 
3. their lack of knowledge of the English language. 
The following are some of the common errors found 
introduction. 
1. Errors caused by interference of the Japanese language: 
* In that area, almost stones is tomb stone. 
* My family is four. 
*1 corne to school by my car. 
2. Errors caused by carelessness in grammar: 
*1 and he were in the same junior high school. 
* I want to take many friends in this junior college. 
* I want to go to America my money. 
*My father and my brother are architecture. 
*1 have five family. 
*1 Iive in the apartment for myself. 
* I graduated Kiryuu High School. 
* I passed the exarn in this college. 
3. Errors caused by ignorance of the English language: 
*1 come to school by train about one hour. 
*When I have one time's class, I must get up at six. 
* She is very good English speaker because of she lived 
for 5 years. 
*1 make a rule to get up six thirty o'clock every day. I 
hard . 
* I think try to study English very hard. 
* 1 Iived apartment near the college. 


















































































































them to write something that is brief, to the point, coherent, and easy 
to understand. The advent of fax machines has made it vital that we 
teach function-based writing so that our students can produce 
appropriate, accurate and communicatively acceptable discourse in a 
short time available. 
My hypothesis is "if error correction is done in an unthreatening 
and relaxed atmosphere, students will respond positively to error 
correction, and will learn to write better English more effectively." By 
following the five steps (SMILE) , I hope the students will "learn 
through language, and about language, Iearning the interpersonal 
function of language (1992 Halliday) ." 
IV G Oa l 
Only a few weeks have passed since I started this experiment. I 
would like to continue the experiment at least for half a year or so 
before I make any definite comments. My hope is to arrive at a 
favorable conclusion at the end of this year concerning the five-step 
experiment in the teaching of writing. 
As stated in the course description, the goal of this course is to 
enable the students to write speeches, comments, personal advice, etc. 
by the time the course comes to an end. By letting the students 
discuss in small groups before correcting errors in class and by giving 
linguistic explanations, I hope I will be able to help my students write 
better. I can call this experiment a success when the students have 





























of the students, giving them fun activities in an unthreatening 
atmosphere. As discussed above, one way to reduce the nervousness of 
the students is to have a group eirror-correction period before calling 
on individual students when correcting errors. The spread of fax 
machines has made it imperative that we teach our students to write 
good English in the most economical way. By learning to write based 
on functions, our students will come to regard writing as a vital 
means of communication. 
It is only a few weeks since the Five-Step Experiment started. 
Therefore, it is still too early to judge whether the experirnent was a 
success or a failure. But I can say this much : the experiment has been 
accepted favorably by the students, facilitating learning experiences. It 
may not be wrong to say that this five-step error-correction 
experiment will prove to be a good way of teaching functional writing 
because it encourages the students to write more. 
I hope to write a complete report of this experiment at the end of 
the school year. 
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